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Washington Post 8talf Writer 

The black leader described by the 
FBI as a cooperative contact in its un- . 
dercover campaign to discredit the 
late Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. re- 
pudiated any such sympathies more 
than two years ago in an interview 
with Senate investigators. - 

The FBI’s claims were publicized 
earlier this week as the resuit of a 
newly declassified Dec. 1, 1964 t FBI 
memo that said an “ambitious” black 
leader, whose name was deleted, was 
apparently willing to work with the 
bureau “to remove King from the na- 
tional picture.” 

In fact, according to informed 


sources, the memo actually referred 
to Roy Wilkings then NAACP execu- 
tive secretary, who had met several 
days earlier, on Nov. 27, 1964 ,with 
FRI assistant director Cartha De- 
Loach about the bureau’s attitude to- 
ward Dr. King. 

In a memo written that same day, 
Nov. 27, DeLoach pictured Wilkins as 
apprehensive and said the meeting 
ended with Wilkins promising to “tell 
King that he can’t win in a battle with 
the FBI and that the best thing for 
him to do is to retire from public 
life.” 

Wilkins, however, told the staff of 
the Senate Intelligence Committee in 
the fall of 1975 that DeLoach’s ac- 
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count was “self-serving and full of in- 
accytacies*.” The NAACP official, now 
retired, denounced the remarks attrib- 
uted to him as “pure invention” and 
indicated he had done little more than 
express his concern “that accusations 
about Dr. King would cripple the civil 
rights movement.” 

The Dec. 1, 1964, followup memo, 
written by FBI official J. A. Sizoo to 
suggest furthr action against Dr. 
King, picked up some ol DeLoach’s 
heretofore unpublicized ^ remarks 
about Wilkins, senate investigators 
had been privy to the remarks but 
never made them, public. The Sizoo 
memo, with Wilkins’ name deleted, 
was finally obtained from the FBI un- 


der the Freedom of Information Act 
by the nonprofit Center for National 
Security Studies. 

Its release this week left the im- 
pression that the momentarily anony- 
mous black leader mentioned in the 
Sizoo memo might be the same person 
as the new — and much younger — 
“national Negro leader” that the FBI 
had once secretly nominted to take 
over the civil rights movement after 
King had been “completely discred- 
ited.” Informed sources, however, said 
yesterday that Wilkins was not the 
mystery man. His name has never 
been made public, ostensibly because 
he was never told of the FBI’s plans 
for him. 
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